City of Hartford

Department of @eve[opment Services, Planning Division

Historic Preservation Guidelines - Tear Away Sheets

Masonry - Brick, Stone, Tile, and Concrete

CLEANING
RECOMMENDED
- Using the gentlest effective means to clean your masonry, such as low pressure water and detergents, and
natural bristle brushes. Masonry can be damaged easily by improper cleaning.
- Performing preliminary surface tests on areas that are to be cleaned.

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Cleaning masonry when it is not necessary. Only clean to halt deterioration or remove heavy soiling.

- Sandblasting. Sandblasting will permanently erode masonry surfaces and cause deterioration.

- Using liquids to clean masonry surfaces when temperatures are freezing.

- Using chemicals that will damage masonry, such as acid on limestone or marble. Do not leave chemicals on
surfaces for extended periods.

- Performing high pressure water cleaning. It will damage masonry and mortar joints.

WATERPROOFING DRAINAGE AT FOUNDATION
RECOMMENDED -,
- Repairing flashings, drains, gutters and leaky roofs before other T
work is undertaken. Most masonry damage is caused by water Gutter and Slope ,
penetration. Direct Water Away ’V‘* : \_ g

From Foundation AN
Y _L\4

NOT RECOMMENDED - Mm
- Using water repellents as a first treatment for water penetration VieteR SEENS ITM“
problems. Apply water-repellent coatings and other surface Into Basement _ gy i v, d [
treatments only after repointing and other repairs have failed to halt \\w&
water damage.
- Allowing water to collect on flat, horizontal surfaces. Do not allow

water to accumulate in decorative features

MASONRY REPLACEMENT
RECOMMENDED
- Replacing masonry units with materials as close to the original as possible. Replacement masonry units
should be tooled to match originals.
- Constructing walls using masonry units and mortar of consistent strength throughout to avoid cracking.
- Using physical evidence or photographs to reproduce features that must be replaced. If no evidence exists,
newly designed features should be compatible with the size, scale, material, color, and overall appearance of the
historic building.

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Using old bricks if the hardness of the brick is unknown or different from the original. In those cases, new
brick is probably a better choice.

- Replacing masonry units when instead they could be repaired.

- Removing a feature and not replacing it.
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MASONRY REPOINTING

RECOMMENDED

- Recognizing when masonry needs repointing — when mortar is disintegrated
or cracked, when bricks or stones are coming loose, when walls become damp or
plaster is damaged due to exposure. N

- Removing damaged mortar by hand with a joint rake to avoid damaging e e
adjacent masonry edges. WasElaa

- Repointing with mortar similar to the original in strength, composition, color,
and texture. Use similar tools to create a uniform overall appearance.

REPOINTING BRICK

Deteriorated Joints

Repointed
NOT RECOMMENDED
] ) g L. . Wh inting, match
- Repoint an entire building that does not need it, just to create a uniform xS e [ ealon
composition, size and
appearance. tooling of joints.

- Use electric saws and hammers when removing deteriorated mortar. Use hand
tools instead.

- Use mortar with a higher portland cement content than the existing mortar. REPLACING BRICK
- Repoint with synthetic caulking compound.

- Use a “scrub” coating technique rather than traditional repointing. QOO At 5|
Mortar, joints

PAINTING and bric\<§ are 2 prsrate
RECOMMENDED ohnalad 3 -
- Inspecting painted masonry first to determine whether repainting is necessary. | "™ %" ,/Wj_,j'mw;]
- Making sure new coats of paint being applied are chemically compatible with
existing coats. Prepare painted surfaces before repainting. S ~ -
- Removing only the deteriorated outer layers of paint, and using only the i i

Color of brick and
of mortar and

gentlest methods possible (such as handscraping) before repainting.

NEW

i_/il
R
L

- Choosing historically appropriate colors. . - e e
- Following manufacturers’ instructions in applying paint. o %!
NOT RECOMMENDED |

- Painting masonry that has historically been unpainted.

- Removing paint from masonry that has historically been painted.

- Removing paint that is not peeling or damaged.

- Radically changing the color or appearance of historically painted surfaces.
- Removing paint by sandblasting, using harsh chemicals, or by high pressure
water blasting. These methods will damage historic masonry.

STUCCO
RECOMMENDED

- Removing damaged stucco and patching with new stucco that duplicates the
old in strength, composition, color, and texture.

Rusticated Stone

NOT RECOMMENDED
- Stuccoing masonry that has historically been unstuccoed.
- Removing stucco from masonry that has historically been stuccoed.

- Removing stucco that is undeteriorated.

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331

Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.
email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758



City of Hartford
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Roofs

RECOMMENDED

- Retaining historic decorative features.

- Cleaning the gutters and downspouts regularly. When water and debris are
allowed to collect there, they can cause damage to roof fasteners, decking, and
the underlying structure.

- Replacing deteriorated flashing to prevent water damage.

- Checking roof decking for proper venting. This will prevent damage from
moisture and insects.

- Anchoring roofing materials properly to prevent damage from wind and water. | WHERE T0 FLASH
- Providing temporary protection for leaking roofs until they can be properly
repaired. Applying plywood and building paper to leaking areas to avoid the
deterioration of masonry, wood, plaster, paint, and structural elements.

- Reinforcing existing historic roofing materials.

- Reusing intact slate or tile when it is only the roof’s decking that needs
replacement.

- Replacing individual roofing elements (slates, dentils, louvers, etc.) with like
materials when they cannot be repaired.

- Repairing and replacing roof elements with like materials.

- Ensuring that when materials must be replaced, the replacements are visually
appropriate and chemically compatible.

- Using physical evidence or photographs to reproduce features that must be

VENTING A SLOPED ROOF

Ridge Line

Chimney and
Any Vents

Dormers
At Joint Between
Wall and Roofs

of Door Hood and
Bay Window

Chimney

Cap Flashing

Base Flashing

Roof

replaced. If no evidence exists, newly designed features should be compatible
with the size, scale, material, color, and overall appearance of the historic
building.

- Installing service equipment and mechanical systems on the roof rather than
on parts of the building that will be very visible.

- Placing any additions and newly added features on the roof when possible, so

they will not be as visible.
RIDGE FLASHING

NOT RECOMMENDED
- Allowing roof fasteners such as nails and clips to corrode. This will cause
accelerated deterioration in roofing materials. /
- Adding new features such as dormer windows, vents, or skylights that are _ %\ .
visible from the street. Flashing /////li\'\:\‘ 7/
- Changing the roof’s overall ‘ \
shape.
- Changing the roof’s material,
or the color, pattern, or size of
the roofing units.
- Replacing sections of the roof
that don’t match, just to create a
uniform appearance. 4 %“f*/
- Removing historic materials Built-Up Raof r
such. as slate, clay tile, wood, or Hipped Roof —
architectural metal from the roof.

CORNICE FLASHING

Coping Width —+

Cap Flashing F-—"”ﬁ
Formed Byﬂ;,@),\
Cornice Flashing Q)l
i
Base Flashing T/_..,_,..ﬁ
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NOT RECOMMENDED (Continued)

- Adding paint or other coatings to historically

uncoated roofs.

- Replacing an entire roof feature, such as a cupola
or dormer, when replacement of individual pieces

of the feature would get the job done.

- Replacing units when instead they could be

repaired.
- Removing a feature and not replacing it.

TYPICAL ORNAMENTATION: CORNICE AND EAVES

Original cornice with
bracket and dentils

Simplified cornice
compatible in size, scale,
rhythm, and material

Cornice
Brackets

Claphoards

Window Hoods

and Casings

Corner
and Sill Boards

Cornice

Frieze

Architrave

‘z//ﬂ e |/v/,/|.|-
& ”"h.

i— Dentils

o

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:
Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division

email: kschwartz@hartford.gov

phone: 860-757-9047

email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance

Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission

email: gsecord@hartford.gov

phone: 860-757-9428

Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.
email: prideblocks@hartford.gov

phone: 860-524-1758

email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-570-0331
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Windows

RECOMMENDED

- Performing necessary surface treatments such as cleaning, e

rust removal, removal of peeling paint, and repainting on a
regular basis.

- Recaulking windows and replacing weather stripping when —H~ upper stite
necessary, to conserve heat and prevent drafts.
- Repairing wooden portions of windows by patching and i
reinforcing existing wood. i

- Repairing and replacing window elements with like horizontal
materials. bar

- Reusing hardware whenever possible. T
- Using physical evidence or photographs to reproduce
features that must be replaced. If no evidence exists, newly :
designed features should be compatible with the size, scale, up]p o i
material, color, and overall appearance of the historic building. meeting rai
- Ensuring that when substitute materials must be used, they
are visually appropriate, and chemically compatible. Design
elements that should be matched include color, glass to frame
ratio, reveal, frame width and depth, and decorative details.

- Providing a setback between the window and a dropped
ceiling to allow for the full height of the window openings

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Changing the number, location, size, or glass pane pattern

—H-lower stile

pane

. . . . L. bottom rail
of the windows. Do not cut new openings, block-in existing S

windows, or install replacement sashes that do not fit the Double-Hung Window

existing window opening.

- Changing the colors, materials, finishes, or historic
appearance of the windows. Avoid work that changes the Lintel
sash, reveal, glass pane pattern, reflectivity, color of the
glass, or appearance of the frame. — =

- Covering historic window trims with metal or other T ———— = ,Ji—%

materials.

- Removing historic materials such as wood, cast iron, or
bronze.

- Replacing an entire window when replacement of
individual parts would get the job done.

- Replacing units when instead they could be repaired.
Peeling paint, broken glass, stuck sashes, and drafts are
all minor repair problems and do not require window
replacement.

- Removing a feature and not replacing it.

Continued on Reverse



NOT RECOMMENDED (Continued)

- Installing additional windows on character-defining
elevations. If new windows are necessary, they may be cut
into hidden elevations. New windows should be compatible
with the overall design of the building. 1
- Trying to copy the window pattern on the front of the [ [

building when a new window is added to the side of the | [
building.

- Inserting floors or ceilings that cut across the glass area of
the window because they are a different height than what was
previously there. This could change the building’s outside
appearance.

Palladian Window

APPROPRIATE WINDOW STYLES

b oo :

Oooo) (LU

1700-1840 1840-1870 1870-1900 1900-1930 1880-1910 1900—
ST N
CI0I0]
U |m[mi
V4
[ _ 1
Victorian bay Typical Victorian Typical Victorian Bungalow-style  Typical Craftsman Steel casement
window two over two paired one pane window window —nine window
window over one panes over one

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331

Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.
email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758
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Entrances

RECOMMENDED
- Conducting an in-depth
condition survey of the
entrance, to determine .
what level of intervention raked cornice J tympanum
will be necessary on
different elements - routine
maintenance, repair, or

replacement.

- Performing necessary Nkl 7
surface treatments such . / i

as cleaning, rust removal, horizontal !

removal of peeling paint, and cornice rl

repainting on a regular basis. ]

- Retaining historic
decorative features. Pediment
- Retaining historic materials
and reusing hardware
whenever possible.

- Replacing individual elements of the entrance (like columns) with like materials when they cannot be
repaired.

- Using physical evidence or photographs to reproduce features that must be replaced. If no evidence exists,
newly designed features should be compatible with the size, scale, material, color, and overall appearance of
the historic building.

- Replacing the entire entrance only when the existing one is deteriorated beyond repair or missing. When
an entrance is completely missing, the design for the replacement should respect the historic character of
the building.

- Ensuring that when substitute materials must be used, they are visually appropriate and chemically
compatible.

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Changing the colors, materials, finishes, or historic appearance of the doors and entrance features.

- Replacing parts of the doorway when instead they could be repaired.

- Removing materials that are not deteriorated.

- Replacing an entire feature of the entrance, such as a railing, when replacement of individual pieces of the
teature would get the job done.

- Adding or removing entire features.

- Trying to transform a secondary entrance into a primary entrance by adding decorative elements.

- Removing a part of the entrance and not replacing it.

- Blocking in existing entrances.

- Installing additional windows on character-defining elevations.

- Moving or creating new entrances on character-defining elevations. If a new entrance is necessary, it may
be cut into a hidden elevation. New entrances should be compatible with the overall design of the building.

Continued on Reverse



NOT RECOMMENDED (Continued)

- Trying to copy the appearance of
the front of the building when a

new door is added to the side of the 1= [ ==

building.

- Installing an entrance that is —1 = B f"“f:r “\7 =
incompatible in size and scale with ] . :
the historic building or that hides, il fii :I _ =
damages, or destroys character- L | | o (P || S ([
defining features. s J :
= ®= — | = : 8 :
_][_ == : @ @' :
| T =i '
| | :::I I
Greek Revival door [talianate doorway
with transom and
sidelights
| LT ]
uar A
T | ..
R B E BN
Typical Craftsman Typical Craftsman door Double french doors
or bungalow door
with casing

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331

Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.
email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758
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Porches

RECOMMENDED

- Conducting an in-depth condition
survey of the porch, to determine

what level of intervention will be fasci3 post face
bracket

necessary on different elements TR

- routine maintenance, repair, or repeating
cornice bracket

replacement.

- Performing necessary surface
treatments such as cleaning, rust
removal, removal of peeling paint,
and repainting on a regular basis.

- Retaining historic decorative
features.

- Retaining historic materials such
as wood, iron, brick, and stone
whenever possible.

- Replacing individual elements
of the porch (like columns) with
like materials when they cannot be

e
——
[ )
repaired. _I"'

’, beaded rail

- Using physical evidence or fl “3?{2’9 spandrel
photographs to reproduce features
that must be replaced. If no porch post

evidence exists, newly designed

features should be compatible with

the size, scale, material, color, and overall appearance of the historic building.

- Replacing the entire porch only when the existing one is deteriorated beyond repair or missing. When
a porch is completely missing, the design for the replacement should respect the historic character of the
building.

- Ensuring that when substitute materials

must be used, they are visually appropriate and
chemically compatible.

- Enclosing a porch only when absolutely
necessary. The design for the enclosure should
preserve the historic character of the building.
This could include using large sheets of glass
and pushing the enclosure wall back behind the
porch’s posts.

raked cornice ' tympanum

horizontal
NOT RECOMMENDED cormice
- Changing the colors, materials, finishes, or
historic appearance of the porch.
- Replacing parts of the porch when instead

Pediment

they could be repaired.

Continued on Reverse



NOT RECOMMENDED (Continued)

- Replacing parts of the porch that do not match, just to create a uniform appearance.

- Removing materials that are undeteriorated.

- Replacing an entire feature of the porch, such as the railing, when replacement of individual pieces of the
feature would get the job done.

- Adding or removing entire features.

- Removing a part of the porch and not replacing it.

- Removing the entire porch.

- Moving or creating new porches on character-defining elevations. If a new entrance is necessary, it may
be added to a hidden elevation. New porches should be compatible with the overall design of the building.
- Installing a porch that is incompatible in size and scale with the historic building or that hides, damages,
or destroys character-defining features.

- Enclosing a porch with solid materials such as wood, stucco, or masonry. Enclosures of this type decrease
or destroy the character of historic buildings.

ElE]E 8)E @)

, |

Gingerbread Ornamentation on a Porch

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331
Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.

email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758
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Site

RECOMMENDED

- Determining what aspects of the
building’s site are most important
in defining its historic character.

- Retaining character-defining
historic features, such as walks,
paths, roads, parking, trees, shrubs,
fields, plant material; hills, dips,
streams, pools, fountains, lakes,
lights, fences, benches, sculptures,
water features including fountains,
streams, pools, or lakes

- Retaining the historic relationship
between buildings and the
landscape.

- Providing proper drainage on the

property to ensure that water does propria{e Landsca‘bing;nd SENRFEEEE6h
not erode foundation walls, drain
toward the building, or damage or
erode the landscape.

- Disturbing the ground as little as
possible so that important underground
resources will not be harmed.

- Fencing and alarming the boundary
of the area to protect it from arson and
vandalism during rehabilitation.

- Replacing individual elements of site
features with like materials when they
cannot be repaired.

- Replacing in kind with like materials
an entire feature of the building or site
if it is too deteriorated to repair.

- Ensuring that when substitute
materials must be used, they are visually fE
appropriate and chemically compatible.

- Using physical evidence or :
photographs to reproduce features that
must be replaced. If no evidence exists,
newly designed features should be
compatible with the size, scale, material, color, and overall appearance of the historic building.

- Ensuring that new additions, buildings, parking, loading docks, or ramps are as hidden as possible, and
preserve historic relationships between the buildings and the landscape.

- Removing any buildings, additions, or site features that are not historically significant and detract from the
historic character of the site.

a Tudor Property on Prospect Street

The Site of this Bungalow on Ridgefield Street Helps Definte its Historic Character

Continued on Reverse



NOT RECOMMENDED
- Removing, moving, or radically changing buildings or site features that are important in defining the
overall historic character of the property.
- Moving buildings onto the site if it would create a false historical appearance.
- Changing the ground level on the property, or next to a building. For example, permanently lowering the
ground level next to a building to work on a formerly underground area.
- Replacing an entire feature of the site such as a fence, when repair of existing materials and minimal
replacement of deteriorated or missing parts would be appropriate.

- Removing a feature and not replacing it.
- Introducing new features that are out of scale with the rest of the site, or will alter historic views.

The Wrought Iron Fence Surrounding This ltalian Villa on Wethersfield Ave. Is a Character-Defining Feature.

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: Iktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331
Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.

email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758
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Paints and Stains

GENERAL
RECOMMENDED

- Inspecting painted elements before beginning any project to determine whether repainting is necessary or if cleaning is
all that is required.

- Making sure new coats of paint being applied are chemically compatible with existing coats. Prepare painted surfaces
before repainting.

- Repainting surfaces regularly to protect and maintain historic materials.

- Removing only the deteriorated outer layers of paint before repainting. Use only the gentlest removal methods
possible (such as handscraping, brushing, and handsanding.)

- Limiting repainting to the areas of the building showing deterioration. Too many paint coatings can damage paint
and cause cracking.

- Retaining the paint, finishes, and colors on historic wooden, masonry, and metal elements.

- Choosing appropriate paint colors that will not look out of place with surrounding buildings.

- Following manufacturers’ instructions in applying paint.

- Using two finishing coats of paint.

- Allowing more time for paint to dry when the weather is very warm or humid.

- Using separate colors for the body and trim of architectural elements.

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Painting historic architectural elements that have historically been unpainted.

- Permanently removing paint from elements that have historically been painted. Paint protects materials from
moisture, UV rays, and decay.

WOOD
RECOMMENDED
- Caulking joints to prevent moisture from getting into adjoining wood surfaces and causing paint to peel. Monitor
other sources of moisture such as clogged gutters, damp basements, boards located too close to bare ground, painting
over damp or mildewed wood, and failure to adequately vent moist areas such as bathrooms, kitchens, and laundry areas.
- Preparing wood surfaces well before painting.
- Removing all mildew from historic surfaces before repainting them. Oil based paints are especially likely to get moldy
and mildewy. Mildew can be removed by scrubbing with a commercial mildew wash or a solution made of one part
household bleach to three parts water, then rinsing with detergent, then water. If paint below the mildew is undamaged,
then repainting is not necessary. If the paint has been damaged, anti-mildew chemicals should be added to the primer
and paint so that the mildew will not come back.
- Removing paint blisters by scraping and sanding. If the blister was caused by moisture, remove the source of the
moisture. Blistering is usually the first stage of peeling.
- Using with extreme care electric hot-air guns or electric heat plates when paint is so deteriorated that total paint
removal is necessary prior to repainting.
- Supplementing hand and heat methods of paint removal with mild chemical paint strippers. Detachable wooden
elements such as shutters, doors, and columns may--with the proper safeguards--be dipped in chemicals to strip them
of paint. Painted surfaces can be washed with gentle cleaners like tri-sodium phosphate (T'SP) to remove chalk, powder,
and mildew.
- Washing chemicals off of stripped surfaces before repainting.
- Stripping paint to bare wood only when a) paint deterioration is extreme, showing continuous patterns of deep cracks
or peeling down to exposed wood OR b) doors, shutters, or windows have been painted shut OR ¢) new wood is being
pieced-in next to an existing feature.
- Filling cracks in wood with flexible caulk to protect materials and prolong paint life. Caulk should expand and
contract with the material that it has been inserted into.
- Finishing surface preparation by coating wood with a high-quality primer/sealer. The primer/sealer should be allowed
to dry completely before painting. This coating will restore oil to weathered materials, seal surfaces, and provide a
uniform film that the finish coat can bond to easily.

Continued on Reverse



WOOD
RECOMMENDED (Continued)
- Applying chemical preservatives to wood features such as beam ends or outriggers. These features are exposed to
decay hazards, but are traditionally unpainted.

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Stripping painted wooden surfaces to bare wood, then applying clear finishes or stains in order to create a “natural
look.”

- Stripping wood bare and not repainting it.

- Removing paint that is not peeling or damaged.

- Radically changing the color or appearance of historically painted surfaces.

- Removing paint using sandblasters, harsh chemicals, torches, or by high pressure water blasting. These methods will
damage historic surfaces.

- Using heated paint removal devices improperly. They can burn historic wooden surfaces.

- Soaking detachable wooden elements in chemical paint de-strippers for too long. This can cause the wood grain to
be raised and the surface to roughen.

- Chemically thinning paint that has thickened because of storage in cold temperatures. Cold paint should be
warmed in water or placed in the sun until it reaches a normal stirring consistency.

- Painting damp surfaces. Waiting for wood to dry before applying paint will extend the life of the paint job.
Moisture trapped behind paint evaporates when exposed to the sun, causing blistering. A “moisture meter” can be
purchased from some paint dealers to determine when wood is completely dry.

- Painting wood surfaces in direct sunlight. Heat blisters can result from this practice. This problem occurs more
frequently with dark paint colors that absorb more heat.

MASONRY
RECOMMENDED
- Removing flaking and chalking paint from masonry by bristle brushing or low pressure steam cleaning.
- Removing salt deposits from painted brick before repainting. It can look like a white stain on unpainted brick. A
four percent (4%) solution of hydrofluoric acid or pure vinegar may be necessary to remove this salt.
- Rinsing masonry surfaces with clean water to remove any deposits of dirt, powdered masonry, or chemical residue
before painting.
- Filling the cracks in clean, dried masonry surfaces with masonry patching compound, latex concrete patch, or
caulking compound before painting.

NOT RECOMMENDED
- Using oil-based paint on masonry because it can chemically degrade mortar. Instead, use a breathable exterior latex
masonry paint.

METAL
RECOMMENDED
- Practicing good surface preparation techniques. Paint peeling on metal surfaces is almost exclusively caused by poor
surface preparation. Painted metal surfaces must be cleaned of all rust, dirt, powder, and loose flaking paint, leaving
only bare metal.
- Using conditioner or rust-proof galvanized metal primer as a first coat before any exterior enamels are used as
finishing coats.
- Brushing rust, scale, paint, and dirt from iron surfaces before painting. Commercial rust removers may also be used.
- Lightly sanding strongly adhering paint to ensure adhesion with new paint.
- Minimizing the appearance of replacement gutters, downspouts, screen and storm doors and windows, vents, and fire
escapes by painting them to match the color of appropriate architectural features.

NOT RECOMMENDED
- Painting or coating metals that were meant to be exposed, such as copper, bronze, and stainless steel.

For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org

phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331

Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.
email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758



City of Hartford

Department of Development Services, Planning Division

Historic Preservation Guidelines - Tear Away Sheets

Siding

RECOMMENDED

- Repainting wooden sidings regularly to protect and
maintain historic materials. Leaving deteriorated
paint untreated can allow water to get into the
building.

- Retaining original siding, architectural details, and
corner elements.

- Repairing wooden siding by patching or
reinforcing the existing wood.

- Replacing sections of siding that are extensively
deteriorated or missing, and cannot be repaired. Re-
siding should be done with like materials in a similar
style.

- Ensuring that when substitute materials must

be used, they are visually appropriate, chemically
compatible, and will not damage or hide historic
features. The substitute material should match the
appearance of the historic material.

NOT RECOMMENDED

- Siding masonry buildings with substitute materials.
Masonry buildings should not be sided with wood,
aluminum, vinyl, or any material other than like
masonry. When siding is applied directly onto
masonry buildings, the nailing required to attach the
siding can cause irreversible damage to the masonry.
- Allowing architectural details to be lost when re-
siding a building.

- Removing or replacing siding that is not
deteriorated.

- Removing siding and not replacing it.
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AVOID COVERING TRIM

Fascia detailing has been
removed, so fascia looks

too small

Window hoods, casings
and sills are covered;

windows lose importance.

Note — In very limited instances, vinyl siding
may be considered an acceptable substitute
material for wood buildings, particularly when
the historic building has previously been sided
with vinyl or aluminum. Siding with vinyl
may be acceptable if:

a) Walls are currently in good condition

with no evidence of water damage or rotting.

Siding too wide

Peeling paint and stains are two indicators Cpmer and

of deterioration. Moisture problems should Sill Boards

be resolved before any cosmetic sidings are falle

applied, because they may worsen and hide

subsequent damage. IF USING SYNTHETICS, RETAIN
b) The existing historic siding is deteriorated ORIGINAL DETAILS

or damaged beyond repair.

¢) The vinyl siding can be applied without

damaging or removing original materials. Cornice ————————

d) The vinyl siding will not hide architectural Brackets

details and decorative trims. Accessory

molding pieces should be fitted around Synthetic clapboards
- resemble wooden

architectural elements. clapboards

e) A siding is chosen that matches the historic
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For Historic Preservation Application Assistence, Please Contact:

Ken Schwartz, City of Hartford Planning Division Becky Parkin, City of Hartford Planning Division
email: kschwartz@hartford.gov email: parkr001@hartford.gov
phone: 860-757-9047 phone: 860-757-9056

For Historic Preservation Information of a General Nature
Greg Secord, Hartford Historic Preservation Commission ~ Laura Knott-Twine, Hartford Preservation Alliance
email: gsecord@hartford.gov email: lktwine@hartfordpreservation.org
phone: 860-757-9428 phone: 860-570-0331

Don Poland, Neighborhoods of Hartford, Inc.
email: prideblocks@hartford.gov
phone: 860-524-1758



